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The Study of Ge Mai's Poems from the Vision of Field

Abstract

In the literary context of the 1980s and 1990s, Ge Mai, as one of the poets on campus of
Peking University, made his poems reflect the sharp light of Chinese with a strong "experimental
language writing". Based on the background of the poetry field from the mid-eighties to the early
nineties, this paper attempts to make a comparative study of Ge Mai 's works.In addition to the
introduction and conclusion, this paper is divided into three chapters.The introduction part reviews
the history of the research on Ge Mai's poetry creation in the academic circle, elaborates the
shortcomings of the existing research, and explains the basis and thinking of the "field" research in
this paper.

The first chapter uses part of the literary field theory of French social scientist Bourdieu to
describe the production and existence mechanism of poetry in the field in the 1980s and 1990s, and
combines Ge Mai's life experience to examine the relationship among poets in the poetry field of
Peking University. The influence of interaction on Ge Mai's poetry text and the changes in Ge
Mai's poetry style after entering the social field in his later period.

The second chapter compares the same images in Ge Mai’ and other poets’ poems in different
fields. Based on the horizontal comparison of the images of water, fire, dusk and night in the works
of different poets, this paper explores the cultural psychology of The Times, youth experience,
ideal color and life reflection associated with these images, and explores the spiritual implications
of these images in Ge Mai's poems that distinguish them from others. For example, water
represents that Ge Mai is always in the state of spiritual drift, and poetry is his "water" on land, that
is, he is saved in the water of a poetic form. Fire symbolizes the poet's determination to walk on the
road of poetic exploration, which is a kind of personal courage of a lone ranger. Dusk and Night
render a "sense of the end of the century", reflecting the poet's feelings of the marginalization of
poetry and personal spiritual plight.

The third chapter explores how Ge Mai found his own artistic personality in the discourse
field of poetics. This paper analyzes the density of poetic image signifier, the rapidness of emotion
transformation, the poetics leading to tension, the active artistic synaesthesia illusion and the
artistic effect of defamiliarizing sensory images in Ge Mai's linguistic poetics view.

The conclusion points out that the "sense of weightlessness" in Ge Mai's poems has some
shortcomings, such as accelerated language reproduction and excessive emphasis on form. To sum

up different aspects of exploration, and then draw a conclusion: in the field of large and small Ge
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Mai as a point of observation, we can investigate the development process and historical status of
contemporary poetry in the 1980s and 1990s; will Ge Mai's poems heavy new salvage dynamically
reveals the relationship between poetry and reality, poetry and language in the course of constant
differentiation and transformation, which is the precious heritage left by Ge Mai to the later

generations and the spiritual nourishment for the development of new poetry.

Keywords: Ge Mai, Bourdieu, Field, Poetry, Image, Artistic Personality
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